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GONNECTIONS

A Monthly Newsletter Linking the Ministries of Bethany Lutheran and Lost Island Lutheran
Churches to keep members and friends informed.

Bethany Lutheran Church: www.bethanylutheranemmetsburg.com
Lost Island Lutheran Church www.lostislandlutheranchurch.com
Facebook: Bethany/lostislandparish

Church office hours: Mon. - Fri. 9:00AM - 12:00 PM

Pastor F. Peter Morlock email: bethanypastor22@gmail.com 712-852-4450 or 712-298-4097

Office Secretary: Diane Clasing-Steger 712-852-4450; email: offsecr@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Carla Firkins email: luthsecr@gmail.com
Youth Director: Kristin Rienhardt email: Kristin.Rienhardt@blc.edu 712-790-6470
Bethany organist: Janis Campbell Lost Island organist: Tim Nielsen
Vicar Sarah Schilcher: SSchilcher@wartburgseminary.edu

Lost Island Worship 8:45 AM; Sunday School 10:15 AM

Bethany Worship: Sunday 10:30 AM; Sunday School 9:30 AM Sept-May
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APRIL FOOLS! This is a cry that rings out every April 1st, as we fall
victim to practical jokes and take time to laugh. | can remember as a
youngster hatching convoluted plots with some of my friends to do
things like; filling the salt shakers with sugar, or devising intricate
systems of pulleys and strings to trip up our siblings; or constructing
elaborate jokes that made sense to us, and were quite funny but
were incomprehensible to others when spoken out loud. Many of ;
these plots and gags we never put into play, but half the fun of the \ .
day was keeping your eyes peeled so that you didn't fall victim to a joke either. We
would approach everything with more than a little skepticism, and weigh each
statement that anyone said, testing it for truth and reasonableness. It was a good
day if you could make it to the end unscathed.

This year Easter falls on the hallowed day of April fools...and it may seem to some
that the account of the resurrection fits well with this day because the event itself is so
spectacular as to be almost incomprehensible. In the Gospel accounts, when the
disciples are told of the resurrection by the women who went to the tomb some
disciples dismiss the words as an idle tale because they dare not hope that they are
true. Dare not hope perhaps because hope is all too often misplaced and they would
prefer not to be let down again; Dare not hope because the tale is so wild and
unimaginable that it is incomprehensible....and many others.

(Cont’d. Page 2)


http://www.lostislandlutheranchurch.com
mailto:offsecr@gmail.com
mailto:luthsecr@gmail.com

(Cont’d. from Page 1)

Yet this is what we are called to do every Easter and indeed every day as disciples...
DARE TO HOPE. And we dare because the resurrection changes everything. With the
resurrection God speaks life in the midst of death, light in the darkness, and hope in
the midst of a world that all too often cannot see it or believe it. With Easter we are
reminded that God is a God of Life! This may indeed seem like a foolish thing to
proclaim, perhaps another April fools joke, but the Apostle Paul reminds us that the
foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of mankind. This we live in the hope of
the resurrection and face each day looking for the promise and the light.

OTHER NOTES FROM PASTOR PETER
Thank you to all those who assisted in our Lenten worships, suppers, and as confirma-

tion mentors. | appreciate all that you did to help make the Lenten season meaning-
ful.

VBS is coming July 31- August 2. We are looking for folks to help plan, and carpool out
to Lost Island. Details will follow in next month's Connections.

— LT A PPy EastexN==

BETHANY FUNERAL SERVERS FOR GROUP |
John & Stephanie Larson, Dale & Marian Evans, Elaine Nauss & Michael Jacobson Co-
Chairpersons

Lorna Brennan Dale & Marian Evans Darlene Naig

Dave & Judy Cole Bob & Linda Halverson Wilma Nielsen

Shawn & Jennifer Connelly Randy & Deb Jones Joel & Somer Saxton
Gina Cowden Aletha King Phyllis Schroeder
Angie Cowden Don McEwan Bob & Connie Schubert
Ina Crocoll Tiffany Keller Bob Scott

Carroll & Mary Christianson Pat & Amy Martini Sharon Sobkoweak

Jerry & Catherine Dillion Amanda Murray Ryan & Molli Veldboom

k %k %k k k %k %k k 3k %k %k >k sk >k k k 3k %k k k %k %k %k 3k %k %k k 3k %k %k %k 3k %k %k k %k %k %k >k 3k %k %k %k %k %k %k 3k % % %k %k %

A BIG THANK YOU for those people that furnished and worked at Shirley Gentry (Bethany) &
Rhonda Bakken (Lost Island) funerals. All of your help was greatly appreciated as shared by
the many family and friends of Shirley and Rhonda.

MARCH 2018 Bethany Lutheran Church Treasurer’s Report
Attendance average: 111
MONTHLY BUDGET NEEDS: $13,972.08

MONTHLY MONTHLY YEARTO YEAR TO DATE
BEGINNING BUDGET DATE BUDGET
BALANCE BALANCE
(480)
INCOME
Offerings 10,352 13,972 41,077 41,916
Lost Island 2,600 2,600 7,800 7,800
Miscellaneous Income
Sunday School
Total Income 12,952 16,572 48,877 49,716
EXPENSES
Personnel Expenses 7,897 10,611 29,914 31,833
Program Expenses 632 470 1,429 1,410
Office Expenses 170 475 1,492 1,425
Property Expenses 2,549 1,365 5,403 3,938
Western IA Synod 295 350 1,325 1,050
Damascus Road 50 50 150 150
NO ELCA Donations 400 83 400 249
TOTAL EXPENSE 11,993 13,404 40,113 40,055
Income Less Expenses 959 3,168 8,764 9,661
GENERAL FUND BALANCE 479

If you have any questions concerning the finances of the church please feel free to call me at
home in the evenings. Thanks! Carla (March 31st payroll is not included in these figures)

Bethany would like to encourage online monetary offerings. The local Emmetsburg banks
each provide a FREE online bill pay service which can arrange recurring weekly or monthly
payments. If you need more information, contact your local Emmetsburg bank at your
earliest convenience.
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IN OUR PRAYERS: We remember those in special need of God’s love

and care including: Linda Umbrell, Fiona Millican, Janis Campbell,
P4y Marilyn Egland, Deb Zanfes, Curt Ackerman, Kort Freeman, Jim &
Bonnie Anderson, Fern Schmidt, Heide Rienhardt, Bill Ortman,
Margaret Sloan, Garwin Anderson, Lois Quam, Pastor Trudy Peterson,
Karyn Davis, Rod Snavely, Nancy Zeigler, Bob & Janet Mortenson,
Lucille Anderson, Norma Larson, Richard Omundson and those we name in our hearts.

o

*QOur missionary: Courtney Davis in Papua New Guinea.

*Our companion synods: The Southern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Tanzania-Yakobi Parish, companion with Lost Island and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church Laz-Paz Parish in Chile, companion with Bethany.

Save Local Lives—Emmetsburg Community Blood Drive is Wednesday, April 4, 2018
from 1-5:30 pm at the Holy Family Parish (2003 Broadway Avenue) Emmetsburg.

To make an appointment, please contact LifeServe Blood Center at 800-287-4903 or
visit www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.
Thank You—Angie Beem

Bethany Youth and Kiwanis will be hosting their annual Super Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday April 29 at the Emmetsburg VFW Hall (3205 Main) from 8:30 am — 12:30 pm.
Come enjoy pancakes, omelets, sausages, orange juice, milk, and coffee.

Free will offering to youth programs such as recharges, mission trip, and more.
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A Note From Vicar Sarah:

“April showers bring May flowers.” This well-known line gives a
glimpse of the progression of Spring as we transition from the
frigid temperatures of Winter into the balmy Summer weather.
Spring is my favorite time of year. For me, Spring has always
represented new life. The ground is thawing out from the cold of
winter, the birds are singing outside the open windows, we can
feel refreshed by warm breezes, and the green of plants and leaves
and the colorful flowers begin to appear.

It is fitting that Easter falls in the season of Spring. Easter marks the beginning of
new life for all of creation. A new life which was won for us, though we could never
deserve it on our own.

| remember many times as a kid, waking up on a Saturday morning, excited to play
outside with my friends, only to find that the rain was pouring down outside my
window. Those April Showers can hinder many plans, and oftentimes our perspec-
tive changes from sunny to gloomy along with the weather.

But...

Without rain the crops wouldn’t grow, the grass would stay brown, and the earth
would dry up.

Without the rain, we wouldn’t fully appreciate the sun.

Without the rain, we wouldn’t have mud puddles to jump in!

As we have concluded our Lenten Journey, we have traveled through the rain, and
finally through the biggest storm of all, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, leading us
through to the break of new life on Easter Sunday. Without the grief of Holy Week,
we have no hope for the new beginning brought with Easter Sunday.

April showers bring May flowers. May your Springtime reflect the new life that has
been won for us on the cross of Christ, and when the rain

comes your way, keep an eye out for the flowers.
y y, keep an ey rr\/\\
~Sarah
@®
A



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What a busy season of Lenten services, challenges, FOOD, and so
much more. Thanks to all who have participated in the youth
challenges and those who helped provide, serve, and attend the
youth Lenten meals.

Looking ahead to a busy month:

April 1-Easter Breakfast

April 8- Mission Trip Prep Meeting for Youth and Parents after

church (bring medical insurance card)

April 8-Noisy Offering goes to Cherish House Milford, lowa

April 8-Outreach at Okoboji, 6th-12th graders, $3, 5-8pm, Hoonting

April 11-”Restored” Mime Drama, 7pm, Freewill offering towards Mission Trip
-COOL group will be to attend the mime (6th graders)

April 15-Youth Sunday at Lost Island

April 18-"Restored” Mime Drama, 7pm, Freewill offering towards Mission Trip
Confirmation Youth (7th and 8th graders are required to go for confirmation)

April 22-Youth Sunday at Bethany

April 29-Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast at VFW, 8:30pm-12:30pm

May 6th-Brothers and Sisters in Christ Day

| can’t believe it is already April! The winter weather is leaving and New Life is springing up!

| hope that as you think about the dirtiness that winter leaves behind with the mud and
muck that you remember that through the mud and muck, life is born. The life of new be-
ginnings and new endings. Through the mud and muck of life, God is working to bring about
something new in our lives. This could be a new direction, way of thinking, practice, or
simply opening us up to new things. | pray that you all are opening up your lives so that God
can intervene.

In Christ,

Kristin

School has started so keep in mind the following items to save for the school students. The
labels are taken to West Elementary and the Catholic School. Box Tops, Pizza Ranch Wagon
Wheels off pizza boxes, Pop tabs, Campbell Soup labels and postage stamps. There are white
boxes on the credenza in the overflow room to collect your labels. Thank you.
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Upper Des Moines Opportunity - Palo Alto County is requesting food and cleaning items for
their shelves. Especially needed are: cereal, canned fruit, pancake mix and syrup, instant po-
tatoes or rice, crackers, macaroni and cheese, tuna anad/or hamburger helper, laundry deter-
gent, dish soap, deodorant, shampoo and conditioner. Their address is 2905 25th Street, Em-

metsburg.

Ladies Circles Schedules for Lost Island and Bethany Lutheran Churches:

Tabitha Circle will meet on Tuesday, April0, 2018. We will meet at Alaire Nielsen’s
home, starting at 6:50 PM. Bible Study will be Chapt. 7; 1 Corinthians 8-9

Sarah Circle will meet on April 12, 2018 at 6:30 pm at Church to assemble kits
Mary Martha Circle meets again on April 18, 2018 at 9:30 am

Ruth Circle meets again on April 19, 2018 at 2:00 pm

MEMORIALS
In Memoryof Sh i r | e fortKé Quilters—yulie Elbert (Shirley’s daughter and
family).
In Memoryof Sh i r | e fortKé Radid Fund—Bill & Jacki Ellingrod.

“Restored” Mime Drama April 11th and 18th at 7pm. A drama portraying the Restoration that
comes through the cross. A free-will offering will be taken for the youth Mission Trip.

Noisy offering in March was $72.66. April’s Noisy Offering will go to the Cherish House. The goal at
Cherish House is to help each girl develop into her God given potential by developing them emotionally,
physically and spiritually into strong young women ready to face the new reality of their life with confi-
dence.

Thank you to those that shared an Easter Lily for the Easter Services at Bethany:
Evelyn Warmbier in loving memory of her husbands—Lyle Schipull & Wayne
Warmbier.
Elaine & David Sidles in loving memory of Elaine’s Dad, Lyle Schipull and her
Step-Dad, Wayne Warmbier.
Dave & Elaine Sidles in loving memory of Dave’s parents, Helen & Lawrence Sidles.
**At the time that the Newsletter was prepared—these are what we had received..




BETHANY VOLUNTEERS

LOST ISLAND VOLUNTEERS GREETERS April 1 EASTER Volunteers Easter Sunrise Service
April 1 EASTER Jane Heykes, Maxine Lashbrook 10:30 am
ORGANIST Tim Nielsen * Kent & Belinda Davidson 10:30 am
April 8 Diane & Randy Hough
ALTAR GUILD April Karen Thu, Kari Sorenson, * Barb & Burdell Naugle
Karyn Leininger April 15 John & Stephanie Larson
READERS April 1 (Easter) Tom Mason *
ﬁg:: ?5 héiili]on Norris April 22 Ron & Sandi Chapman
April 22 Tim Nielsen .  Bob & Diane Steger
April 29 Charles Henningsen April 29 Joe & Jennifer Boevers Family .
* Mark & Darca Saxton Family
COMMUNION April 1 (Easter) Karyn Leininger * Back door greeters please move to front door if no one comes to greet here
ASSISTANT April 15 Kadin Norris LECTORS April 1 EASTER 6:30 Volunteer
April 1 EASTER 10:30 Volunteer
April 8 Hannah Malm
ACOLYTES April 1 (Easter) Kate Sorenson April 15 Jacki Ellingrod
April 8 Owen Lux April 22 Youth
April 15 Miriam Hackbart-Morlock April 29 Kim Campbell
April 22 Olivia Sorenson COMMUNION April 1 EASTER 6:30 am Jonah Hackbart-Morlock, Kim Campbell
April 29 Kate Sorenson April 1 EASTER 10:30 am Mark & Darca Saxton
April 15 John & Stephanie Larson, Joe Neary

Please remember and prayerfully consider including Court- ALTAR GUILD April Pam & Mike Hermansen

i ney in your prayers and financial support. Checks should be USHERS: April 1 EASTER 6:30 am Michael Jacobson, *Steve Finer
made to “Bethany Lutheran Church” with a memo Choose from congregation
“For the ministry of Courtney Davis, Acct. #305075.” April 1 EASTER 10:30 am Lonnie Naig, *Greg Haack,

Courtney’s blog at: cdchronicles.wordpress.com ] ] Choose from congregation
. . . April 8 Ryan Veldboom, *Mike Hermansen, John Keller & Bradon Cooke
E-mail address: co.davis@sil.org.pg

. . April 15 David Sidles, *Dan Jackson, Maggie Jackson & Hannah Malm
Courtney has returned to Papua New Guinea in January P g8

- April 22 Youth Sunday
2018 as a career staff me!’nber.. She tea.ches music in the April 29 Burdell Naugle, *Bernie Janssen, Gabrielle & Isaac Janssen
school as well as conducting Bible Studies, etc.

ACOLYTES April 1 EASTER 6:30 Service Ryerson & Jameson Boevers
April 1 EASTER 10:30 Service Carsen & Conner Fjetland
The women of Bethany Lutheran Church Apr!l 8 Olivia & Hannah Sanders' .
ill meet in the sanctuary after church on Sunday, April 8th." April 15 Josephine Saxton & Benjamin Saxton
wi ! uary u unday, Ap ) April 22 Braxton Cooke, Henrik Gustafson

If you have any questions, please call Kim at 298-1077.

April 29 Tianna Murray, Reagan Schurg
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April 2018

Sun Tue Wed Sat
1 EASTER 2 9:00am Quilters 3 4 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group |5 6 7
6:30 am Sunrise Services—Bethany 3:30 pm SACK (2nd-5th)
Youth Breakfast following Services 1:30 pm ECC Comm. 5:30 pm Adult Bible Study
8:45 am Lost Island Worship, Comm. 6-7 pm Confirmation
10:15 am LI Sunday School 6:00 pm Quilters 7:00 PM COOL
10:30 am Bethany Worship, Comm. 8-9:30 LIFE (9th-12th)
8 8:45am Lost Island Worship 9 10 11 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group |12 13 14 Ruth Cluster
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School 9:00 am Quilters 6:30 pm Scouts 3:30 pm SACK (2nd-5th) Spring Gathering at
10:15 am LI Sunday School 6:50 pm Tabitha Circle 5:30 pm Youth Board meeting 6:30 pm Sarah Circle United Lutheran Church
10:30 am Bethany Worship Meet @ Alaire’s home 6-7 pm Confirmation Meets @ Church In Ringsted
Noisy Offering for Cherish House 7:00 PM COOL-6th graders Assemble the Kits
WELCA to meet after worship 7:00 pm Restored MIME
Meeting for Mission Trip-Parents/Y outh
1-3:30 pm Round Robin (Pastor)
15 16 17 18 9:30am Mary Martha Circle meets 19 20 21
8:45 am Lost Island Worship, Comm. | 9:00 am Quilters 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group 2:00 pm Ruth Circle meets 9:00 am Quilting at
Youth Sunday at Lost Island 1:30 pm SACK (2nd-5th) Lost Island Church
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School NO Adult Bible Study All ages are welcome!
10:15 am LI Sunday School 6-7 pm Confirmation
10:30 am Bethany Worship, Comm. 7:00 NO COOL GROUP 9-12 Joint Council Meeting
7:00 pm ’MIME (Youth) . At Bethany
7 pm Confirmation Youth attend Mime
22 8:45 am Lost Island Worship 23 24 25 12:00 Noon Men’s Bible Group 26 27 28
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School 9:00 am Quilters 3:30 SACK (2nd-5th) Assemble Newsletters

10:15 am LI Sunday School
10:30 am Bethany Worship

*Articles are due

6:30 pm Scouts

5:30pm Adult Bible Study
6-7 pm Confirmation

@ 10 am

Youth Sunday at Bethany For the May 7:00pm COOL (6th-8th)
1-3:30 pm Round Robin (Sarah) Newsletter * 8:00 pm LIFE Group (9th —12th)
29 8:30 am Pancake/Omelet Breakfast | 30
At the VFW—Youth Serving 9:00 am Quilters

8:45 am Lost Island Worship
9:30 am Bethany Sunday School

10:15 am LI Sunday School

10:30 am Bethany Worship
HEALING SUNDAY




